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	Hampshire Bird Club, Inc. ( Amherst, Massachusetts


January 11, 2010
Dear Northampton Christmas Bird Count Participants,

December 20, 2009 –The snow storm that wasn’t. The wind that was. The gusting, northerly wind created problems for everyone, especially for the owlers, and surely reduced the total number of species (78). Alternatively, those owlers and field folks who turned off their alarms - because they assumed the snow would delay the start of the Count -  had the best sleep of their Christmas-Count lives!
If you opened an email to read this letter, click on 2009 Northampton CBC Data.

If you are a glutton for punishment (hey, you do the Northampton Christmas Count), also click on History Northampton CBC. Think of it as a low-cal data-overload.
If you do NOT want to receive your own private copy of American Birds: Christmas Bird Count (i.e. want to borrow someone else’s copy), let me know so I can click the “opt out” button in the database.

In spite of the wind (or perhaps because of it) we had a record number of sightings of Bald Eagles - 6 adults and 3 immatures and an almost-record number of Red-tailed Hawks. White-throated Sparrows were found in huge numbers (1,008, previous record in 1976 was 770.).The Hatfield/Whately robin roost had only 3,014 robins (difficult to count in the wind.)
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Thanks to Betsy Higgins for this wonderful picture of the
Long-eared Owl in Hadley. (Print folks: to see the owl in 
color, go to hampshirebirdclub.org, click on Christmas Count, 
then on “2009 Thank You Letter.”)
And thanks to Sue Emerson and the potluck elves, to Dave

Gross for the computer tallying, to John Green for keeping

us focused at the end of a long and rather tiring day, and to

the Hitchcock Center for hosting the potluck & compilation.

Next year’s date is Sunday, December 19, 2010.  We look forward to seeing you then. Thank you for braving that wind, for patiently answering all the pre and post count questions, for filling out the forms - for doing a terrific job.
Jan Ortiz, co-compiler



   
Mary Alice Wilson, co-compiler
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